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The Biomass Balancing Act 
(An Investigation of Biomass as a Sustainable Energy Resource) 

Courtesy of ORNL at http://bioenergy.ornl.gov/papers/misc/bioenergy_cycle.html 
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Congratulations! You have successfully been elected as a member of your communityÕs alternative 
energy commission. Your first task is to research a resource that has potential in Pennsylvania: 
biomass. Your group will be responsible for informing the rest of your commission members about 
important aspects of using biomass as an energy resource. Use the following website to assist you in 
getting some answers: http://www.eniscuola.net/eng/testo.aspx?id=7 
 
Step 1. Explore the first five (5) sections to find what you can about biomass and bioenergy.  Sum 
up the main points of the text under Interesting Facts. 
 
 
Group:    Website Section Reviewed:      
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions: Interesting Facts: 

 
What is it? 
 

 
What is it for? 
 

 
Where is it? 
 

 
A bit of history 
 

 
Energy Production 
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Additional Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 3. Now it is time to rejoin your commission (class) for a wrap-up session. Make sure to pay 
close attention to other groupÕs summaries since you will need to take notes to add details to your 
handout and understand why biomass might work for your community as a sustainable resource! 
 


